Core collection protocol 
1. Site selection
Ideally, cores are collected from each of the Tier 2 sites, with a minimum of 25 sites per sub-region. Sites older than 17-years will be preferred, sites younger than 5 years are avoided, as are clone trials with single tree plots. 
2. Core collection in the field
Three 5-mm cores will be collected from the north side of 8 representative co-dominant trees in the control treatments of each site. Cores will be collected at 1.4 m above ground. The core should get as close to the pith as possible, and the core should extend radially from the pith to allow annual increment assessment. The cores will be inserted in standard drinking straws for protection, labeled as described below, and stored in a non-humid or well ventilated location until shipment to NCSU for no longer than a week. 
3. Labeling
The bark and pith ends of the core must be marked on the straw the core will be stored in. Each straw will be marked with unique sample number, site abbreviation, tree tag number (plot # if tags repeat), date, replicate (1-3), and collector’s name or initials. With each batch of cores, a spreadsheet will be submitted by e-mail with additional site information.  
4. Shipping
All samples will be shipped by Fedex to the address below. Please notify Wen Lin of each shipment by e-mail (wlin2@ncsu.edu) so that she can arrange help with sample handling at times when she is traveling. To bill to NCSU/FS, contact Asko Noormets (anoorme@ncsu.edu) for FedEx account info.


Wen Lin 
USDA FS EFETAC
920 Main Campus Dr., Suite 300
Raleigh, NC 27606

Contact phone: 919-417-9932
E-mail: wlin2@ncsu.edu
5. 
6. Columns in accompanying worksheet

INFORMATION FOR IDENTIFYING THE CORE
State
Unique ID 
FL – 1000…1999
OK – 2000…2999
GA – 3000…3999
VA – 4000…4999
Site (abbreviation)
Date
Tree tag #
Plot
Replicate (1…3)
Person collecting

SPATIAL INFORMATION
Lat (at least 4 decimal places)
Long (at least 4 decimal places)
DBH (units)
[bookmark: _GoBack]Height (units)
Genotype (if known)
Notes
FOR Co-Op DATABASE DATA RETRIEVAL
Co-op to which site belongs
Co-op contact person
Contact e-mail
Contact phone



